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Access RQIl's Free QFT Resources

hitps://rightquestion.org/education/resources
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The Right Question Institute offers materials through a Creative
Commons License. You are welcome to use, adapt, and share

our materials for noncommercial use, as long as you include the
following reference:

“Source: The Right Question Instfitute (RQI). The Question
Formulation Technique (QFT) was created by RQ.
Visit rightguestion.org for more information and free resources.”
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bit.ly/rgi-at-aasl-25
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Short infroduction

Primary Source-QFT Experience

Unpacking the process

Examples in the library

Reflection, questions, and resources for further learning
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Highsmith, Carol M, photographer. Aerial view from the southwest of the. Library of
Congress Thomas Jefferson Building, Washington, D.C. Photograph. Retrieved e
from the Library of Congress. a -

Highsmith, Carol M, photographer. Main Reading Room. View from above showing researcher
desks. Library of Congress Thomas Jefferson Building, Washington, D.C. Photograph. Retrieved
from the Library of Congress.



Right Question Institute: rightquestion.org

s LT

MAKE JUST

DAN ROTHSTEIN and LUZ SANTANA
Foreword by WENDY D, PURIEFQY




30+ Years

1 deceptively simple skill: asking
your own guestions




4 Years, 2 Institutions, 2,000 teachers

Teaching Students to
Ask Their Own Primary

8 runs of a 3-week online
course

Source Questlons

4 Self-Paced “learn on your own

time” Modules

Resource Hub with more than 25
original lesson plans, videos, and
other tools and guides
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Explore our free Resource Hub for Using the QFT with Primary Sources
at rightquestion.org/primary-sources



https://rightquestion.org/primary-sources/

A Question to Consider:
s This a Primary Source?¢

*Title: Columbus taking
possession of the new country
*Creator(s): L. Prang & Co.,
Date

Created/Published: Boston,
U.S.A. : Published by the
Prang Educational Co., 1893.
‘Medium: 1 print :
chromolithograph ; 63.3 x 83
cm (sheet)



https://www.loc.gov/pictures/related/?fi=name&q=L.%20Prang%20%26%20Co.

It depends...

-

\

What topic and time

N

period are you
studying?

/

/If you're s’rudying\

ithographs from the
1800s, then yes.

If you're studying
Columbus’ arrival to
the Americas in the

\ 1490s, then no. /







/1. Ask as many guestions as you can N

2. Do not stop to answer, judge, or discuss

3. Write down every question exactly as stated

4. Change any statements into questions
\ 9 Y Qg /




1. Ask Questions

2. Follow the Rules
* ASK s many questions as you can.
Do not stop to answer, judge, or discuss.

*Write down every question exactly as it was
stated.

Change any statements into questions.
3. Number the Questions



https://www.loc.gov/resource/rbpe.1000660d/

Adopted by Council of American Library Association at Atlantic City on June 18, 1948

CENSORSHIP OF BOOKS, urged or practiced by volunteer arbiters of morals or
political opinion or by organizations that would establish a coercive concept of
Americanism, must be challenged by libraries in maintenance of their responsibility
to provide public information and enlightenment through the printed word.



Definitions:

*Closed-ended questions can be answered with o
‘ves” or "no” or with a one-word answer.

*Open-ended questions require
more explanation.

Directions: ldentify your questions as closed-ended or
open-ended by marking them with a “C” or an “0.”




DIsCuUSS

Closed-ended Questions

Advantages




DIsSCUSS

Open-ended Questions

Advantages




Improve Questions

- Take one closed-ended question and change it into an
open-ended question.

— S

*Take one open-ended question and change it info a
closed-ended question.

—_—> Closed

* Add these as new questions at the bottom of your list.




Review your list of questions
 Choose three questions that pigue your interest the most.

Draw a Jir next to those question:s.

*Then, think about why you chose those questions.



Bullding Context

Adopted by Council of American Library Association at Atlantic City on June 18, 1948

Library
BILL OF RIGHTS

The Council of the American Library Association reaffirms its belief in the
following basic policies which should govern the services of all libraries:

1

AS A RESPONSIBILITY of library service, books and other reading matter selected
should be chosen for values of interest, information and enlightenment of all the
people of the community. In no case should any book be excluded because of the
race or nationality, or the political or religious views of the writer.

2

THERE SHOULD BE the fullest practicable provision of material presenting all
points of view concerning the problems and issues of our times, international,
national, and local; and books or other reading matter of sound factual authority
should not be proscribed or removed from library shelves because of partisan or doc-
trinal disapproval.

This is the full Library Bill of
Rights from 1948 document.

What are you thinking or
wondering about now?

3

CENSORSHIP OF BOOKS, urged or practiced by volunteer arbiters of morals or
political opinion or by organizations that would establish a coercive concept of
Americanism, must be challenged by libraries in maintenance of their responsibility
to provide public information and enlightenment through the printed word.

4

LIBRARIES SHOULD ENLIST the cooperation of allied groups in the fields of
science, of education, and of book publishing in resisting all abridgment of the
free access to ideas and full freedom of expression that are the tradition and heritage
of Americans.

5

AS AN INSTITUTION of education for democratic living, the library should wel-
come the use of its meeting rooms for socially useful and cultural activities and
discussion of current public questions. Such meeting places should be available
on equal terms to all groups in the community regardless of the beliefs and affilia-
tions of their members.

*By official action of Council on 3 February 1951, the Library Bill of Rights shall be interpreted as
applying to all materials and media of communications used or collected by libraries.




Information from the ALA on the first Library Bill of Righfs:

e Approved by the ALA Councilin 1939 during the Annual Conference in San
Francisco

e Modeled on a similar statement written by Forrest Spaulding, librarian at the Des
Moines Public Library. Spaulding had been appointed by the Executive Board as
chairman of a special committee on censorship, following the recent banning
by a number of libraries of John Steinbeck’s Grapes of Wrath.

e ALA had a “wavering” position on intellectual freedom during the 1920s and
1930s. “...concern voiced about censorship in 1924, 1929, and in 1934 ... but not
against the Hitler regime, when it ordered books burned in 1933.”

e Documentreflected the climate of the times: the preamble started, "Today
indications in many parts of the world point to growing intolerance, suppression
of free speech, and censorship affecting the rights of minorities and individuals..."


https://www.ala.org/tools/first-library-bill-rights

The current Library Bill of Rights on the ALA website:

Selection & Reconsideration Policy Toolkit for Public,
School, & Academic Libraries (on the ALA welbsite)

Support when Books and other Materials are
Challenged (on the ALA website)



https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/librarybill
https://www.ala.org/tools/challengesupport/selectionpolicytoolkit
https://www.ala.org/tools/challengesupport/selectionpolicytoolkit
https://www.ala.org/tools/challengesupport

Reflect on the questions you priorifized already.
 What would you prioritize now?
* What might you do next with your questions?



 What did you learn from the process of asking questionse

* How did the work on this 1948 document help you think
about your work today?






1)
2)

3)

1)

5)

e

Ask as many questions as you can

QU@ST]OH Focus 2: Do not stop to discuss, judge or
Produce Your Questions answer
3. Record exactly as stated

v Follow the rules
v Number your questions

Improve Your Questions
v Categorize questions as Closed or Open-ended
v’ Change questions from one type to another

r"

Change statements info questions

Strateglze Closed-Ended:
v/ Prioritize your questions Answered with *yes,” “no”
v Action plan or discuss next steps or one word
v Share

Open-Ended: Require
Reflect longer explanation

Source: The Right Question Institute  rightquestion.org




thinking abillities

oNne Process



Thinking In many different directions




Narrowing Down, Focusing
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Teacher: Melissa Lawson, Folsom, CA

Topic: Japanese American Incarceration during World War |l

Purpose: To help students engage with primary sources 1o
begin a research process.



Lange, Dorothea. (1942)
Oakland, CA, Mar. 1942.

A large sign reading "l am an
American” placed in the window
of a store on December 8, the
day after Pearl Harbor. The store
was closed following orders to
persons of Japanese descent to
evacuate from certain West
Coast areas.

[Photograph] Retrieved from the
Library of Congress,
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/res
ource/cph.3a24566/.



https://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3a24566/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3a24566/
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Why is the car there?

Who was the owner of the car?

Is that a BMW or somethinge

Where is this?

Who took the photograph?

Why is there a sign that says, | am an
American?

Whois “I"¢

What does "Wanto Co.," meane

Who wrote the "I Am an American” sign¢

Was the | am American’' because the owner
was of Japanese heritage and defending
him/herself from prosecutione (after Pearl
Harbor)

11) When the picture was taken, was the store
open or closed?

12) Why was this picture taken?

13) What year is this from?

14) Who decided to close the storee

15) What happened to the store after thise

16) What happened to the Japanese
Americanse

17) Did they ever get full fledged justice?¢



Asking and Answering via Padlet
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« ‘I learned that we cannot draw conclusions just by looking at @
picture once. You can look at it and ask questions to learn more. |
am wondering if we can use this techniqgue on other things.”

* “Not only did | learn about the picture we were analyzing, but |
learned that asking questions makes me want 1o think more and it
makes me curious. Once | started asking questions and reading
other people’s responses, | was very interested and curious about
the questions that were posted.”

* “llearned that | should have been using this for my History Day
paper.”



Across NGSS, NCTE, NCSS, ACRL, and AASL
standards, asking meaningful questions is at the
heart of authentic learning. Each framework
centers curiosity and student
agency—empowering learners to generate,
refine, and pursue their own questions as o
pathway to deeper understanding, critical
thinking, and informed action across disciplines.



1. Inquire - Build new knowledge by inquiring, thinking critically, identifying problems, and developing
strategies for solving problems

QFT Alignment:
The entire QFT process begins here — students generate questions, categorize them as open or closed,

prioritize them, and use them to guide inquiry.
Connection: QFT transforms curiosity into inquiry-based learning.

Example: Students use QFocus prompts to develop their own research questions rather than being
given topics.

2. Include - Demonstrate an understanding of and commitment to inclusiveness and respect for diversity in
the learning community

QFT Alignment:
Because every student’s question is valued equally and judgment is suspended, QFT creates an

inclusive environment where all voices are heard.
Connection: It empowers quieter or marginalized students to contribute meaningfully.

Example: During the “produce questions” step, all student conftributions are recorded without
evaluation.



3. Collaborate — Work effectively with others to broaden perspectives and work foward common
goals

QFT Alignment:
Students work in groups to generate, improve, and prioritize questions. They learn to negoftiate
meaning, listen to peers, and reach consensus.

Connection: Collaboration drives collective inquiry.
Example: Groups decide which questions best support the QFocus or learning objective.

4. Curate — Make meaning for oneself and others by collecting, organizing, and sharing resources
of personal relevance

QFT Alignment:

Once students develop their own questions, they seek, evaluate, and organize information to
answer them.

Connection: Students become curators of their own learning path.

Example: After prioritizing questions, they gather primary and secondary sources to explore
ANsSwers.



5. Explore - Discover and innovate in a growth mindset developed through experience and
reflection

QFT Alignment:

QFT encourages intellectual risk-taking and reflection through question revision and
evaluafion.

Connection: Students refine questions, test their assumptions, and reflect on their learning
process.

Example: The final QFT step (“Reflect on what you learned”) directly mirrors the “Explore”
foundation.

6. Engage - Demonstrate safe, legal, and ethical creation and sharing of knowledge
products independently while engaging in a community of practice

QFT Alignment:
QFT culminates in students using their questions to create and share original work responsibly.

Connection: They take ownership of inquiry, leading to ethically sourced, student-driven
outputs.

Example: Students use their questions to frame projects, presentations, or digital
storytelling pieces shared with peers or the public.



The Question Formulation Technique (QFT) aligns well with the Association of College and
Research Libraries (ACRL) Framework for Information Literacy. Here is how QFT
corresponds to specific frames within the ACRL framework:

1. Authority Is Consiructed and Contextual

The QFT encourages learners to question the sources and context of information. By
generating questions about authority, students learn to evaluate the credibility and
relevance of different sources based on specific situations.

2. Information Creation as a Process

The QFT promotes understanding that information does not just exist but is created
through various processes. By formulating questions, learners begin 1o explore how
different types of information are produced and for what purposes.

3. Information Has Value

Through the QFT, students formulate questions about the value of information—who
benefits from it, how it is shared, and its implications in various contexts. This fosters an
appreciation for intellectual property and the ethical use of information.



4. Research as Inquiry

The QFT is rooted in the idea of inquiry, where learners are encouraged to ask questions that lead
to deeper investigation. This reflects the iterative nature of research, as students refine their
questions to guide their inquiry process effectively.

5. Scholarship Is a Conversation

The QFT enables students to contribute to scholarly conversations by formulating questions that
can lead to discussions and debates within their fields of study. It highlights the collaborative
aspect of scholarship as students seek to engage with others' ideas and questions.

6. Searching as Strategic Exploration

By generating questions, students become better equipped to approach the research process
strategically. QFT helps learners frame what they need to search for, thereby enhancing their ability
to formulate effective search strategies.

The QFT not only enhances students' questioning skills but also directly supports the ACRL
Framework's emphasis on developing crifical thinking, research skills, and an understanding of
information literacy as a holistic process.



Coming up with a Q Focus is challenging - provocative
stfatement vs. focused image.

Collaborating and preparing faculty is critical.
Student Questions are Helpful in Research Conferences.

Students often choose gquestions | would not rate as the
top three - this is why the Parking Lot is important.

t’'s Hard to Watch Students Struggle.
t's Hard for Teachers to Watch Their Students Struggle.
Save Those Posters!




Topic: Creator Bias & Primary Sources

QFocus: Begins with a provocative statement and

moves to primary sources from the LOC and additional
SOUrces.

Purpose: To explore iconic primary source photographs
by examining the lens of the photographer



"A photograph is shaped more by the person
behind the camera than by what's in front of it.”






A

. How does the subject affect the

photoe

Did the old cameras have a part
in thise

Do men shape their photos more
than women@

How does light play a role in this?
Can you show me some
examples?

10.

How do you measure the
“shapinge”

Does the age of the
photographer or subject play a
rolee

How did the fime period the
photo was taken play a role in
the shoote

Did the development of film and
printing play a role?

Do politics/religion play a role?



 Following the QFT, students explored a set of iconic primary source
photographs from the Library of Congress and additional sources.

« Sfudents chose three primary source images that appealed to them
and added an observation, reflection, and additional questions to
each of their three chosen pictures.

 Using their priority questions as a lens, as well as additional
collections and databases, students created an Adobe Spark
webpage on a topic of choice.






Exploring lconic Primary Source Photographs

g Analyzing Primary Source Photographs

OBSERVE:
o What do you notice first?
e What do you notice that you can't explain?
o What do you notice that you didn't expect?

Where do you think this came from?

Why do you think somebody made this?

What do you think was happening when this was made?
Who do you think was the audience for this item?

Why do you think this image is important / iconic?

If someone made this today, what would be different?
What can you learn from examining this?

QUESTION:
- o What didn’t you learn that you would like to know about?

o What questions does this question raise?
o What do you wonder about ... (who)?

o What do you wonder about ... (what)?

o What do you wonder about ... (when)?

o What do you wonder about ... (where)?
e What do you wonder about ... (why)?

o What do you wonder about ... (how)?




Topic: Civil War & Reconstruction

Purpose: In preparation for a primary source set
project creating an Adobe Spark Video




Questions we should ask of the
Civil War and Reconstruction
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Questions we should ask of the Civil War
and Reconstruction
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Questions we should ask of the Civil War
and Reconstruction




The value of open and closed
questions

Ogen ondsd. &
*More discussion
. B(\N& W Weay '

Cloge erand
’ P\'\g\{\‘ antwey (| g



. What is the Civil War?
. How did it impact International role?

slaverye What was the role of women
. How did the North and and children?

South make peace?

What is the legal legacy?

W~

1. What did we get out of the
war after it ended?

2. What effect did the war have
on the economy?¢

3. Where were the Native
Americanse



—

— —

OO0 NOoOGAWN =

What is the Civil Ware

What is the reconstruction erae
Who was involved®?

What technology was used?
Why did it stop?

How did it end?¢

What haven't historians learned
yete

What fook so longe

Why hasn'’t it happened againe
When did succession first
become a possibility?

1. Where was it most impactful?
2. Who has it been most impactful

to¢

12.
13.

14,
15.

16.
17.

Whose story was savede

Were there foreign powers
INncluded?

How much was the public involved?
What info was shared with the
publice

Did the public want a war?¢

How closely were Black people
INnvolved?

What percentage of people were
opposed to ite

What kind of atmosphere was in

Congress after southern states came
backe



Anlin | The Black Experience Bella | Weapons Used in the Civil War

Atypical of Conventional Understanding

P 0:01 8:46 { p 0:02 4:39

Civil War Diplomacy

How Foreign Influence played a role in the American
Civil War and Reconstruction

P 0:01 0:28 { P 0:01 10:33



https://library.westoverschool.org/c.php?g=1255569&p=9198765

Literature: Some Authentic Voices are
Missing from The Things We Carried
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Some authentic voices are missing from
The Things They Carried
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LN

. How do we identfify the 1. Why are they missing?

Missing voicese 2. Do they come from both
Why were they excluded? sides of the ware
What do they symbolize? 3. Why are we doing this?

1. Does O'Brien leave these
authentic voices out on
purposee

2. What is the importance of
authentic voicese

3. How do those voices
contribute to the storye



 Following the QFT, students chose a missing voice.

« Sfudents researched their missing voice using primary source
material: newspaper and magazine articles, journals, news reels,
Images, etc.

* The final projects varied from short documentary style films, narrated
slideshows, etc.



AB Calculus: Mathematics is Deeply
Embedded in the Universe
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AB Calculus: Mathematics is Deeply
Embedded in the Universe




. How deep is the mathe 1. Does time have symmetrye

. Why are there recurring 2. What is nothinge
patternse 3. Whatis mathe

. What is math without
humanse

1. How can you connect
science and mathe

2. How has math contributed to
societye

3. How are new mathematical
discoveries made®e



Next Steps with Student Questions

o FO I I OW| N g _I_h e Q FT, S.I.U d en .I.S d Studies in Ag Calculys: Welcome
e req d Na TU re ! s Num b ers: Th e g W, T o Ay P Ot g
Unreal Reality Of Mathematics L e

Noodleto

* by lan Stewart

« Students chose a topic of interest
relating to Nature’s Numbers and
used additional resources from
the research guide seen at right.

* The final projects were
presentations in a variety of
formarfs.



The Maria Randall Allen '42 Archives documents the history of
Westover as much by what is in the collection as by what is missing.
Neutrality is a myth.

Q1IN 01 1t i o e

e eﬁ.odm@n.a‘wu%m{c
C(a)oto He it g

/ﬂMQn Jhend W‘TKMP .

C—>(’)>|5 nwdeg?m‘dm&?#
O-”C)m St




Resources for further learning

Lesson Plan for US History Projects

Research Guide for US History

lconic Photos

Research Guide for Advanced Studies in AB Calculus

QFocus for a Variety of Disciplines / Courses

Primary Source Starter Pack



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_gq_me8EAUDiB36yh0XUMmmxLIlXOb4w/view?usp=sharing
https://library.westoverschool.org/united-states-history
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1nM_G8vQCPM6-n2v1E0vTJuA6qk1UCdGp?usp=sharing
https://library.westoverschool.org/adv-calculus
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/17Gcc4297zdWx84HMIQj-8FcKrqA329e7?usp=drive_link
https://chwms.libguides.com/c.php?g=901158

Links o Tutorials for Searching the

Library of Congress Collections

Looking for a National
History Day topic on
revolution or change in
the 1960s? Explore the
Library of Congress
collections to uncover
powerful stories,
movements, and
moments that shaped a
transformative decade.

R Q I Right Question
Instltute

This tutorial introduces
the Library of Congress
website—the world's
largest digital
library—and guides you
step by step in finding,
filtering, and citing
primary sources for
research, teaching, and
discovery.

R Q I Right Question
lnstltute

Explore the Library of
Congress photo
collections on
Flick—over 44,000

images spanning history,

science, art, and
more—to spark
curiosity, invite
discovery, and inspire
meaningful classroom
connections.

R Q Right Question
lnstltute

Embrace serendipity and
let curiosity lead the
way—exploring the vast
collections at LOC.gov
can spark discovery and
meaningful connections
across history, science,
art, and every subject in
between.

R Q Right Question
Instltute




Tour of RQI Resources for further learning

Watich videos to hear from
teachers and students

Check out real lesson plan
examples

RQ fizh uestion gy ‘ Learn more on your own time

Explore our free Resource Hub for Using the QFT with Primary Sources
at rightquestion.org/primary-sources



https://rightquestion.org/primary-sources/

Thank you!



